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Review: 
Part I

• Generations give us context

• Our generation may give us world view or a certain perspective

• Churches developed more exclusively age specific ministries

• Great value in IG community

• It is foundational to our tradition. It is biblical and current

• It enriches whole community

• IG strengthens age specific ministries

• Optimal strength of a faith community culture combines both 
intergenerational with age-specific ministry
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What are elements that help create a vibrant 
intergenerational community of caring, celebrating, 
praying, serving learning and caring?
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My experience and understanding of Faith 
Formation
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A new vision of Faith Formation
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My big fat Italian Family
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Family Program
1995 – Present 
20 Families to 350 Families
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Five Elements that Make Effective Practices

•Climate 

•Communication

•Organization 

•Ritual

•Relevancy of Content
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1.) Climate in which intergenerational 
community thrives
• Radical Hospitality

• Climate of welcome, 
warmth and 
acceptance

• Create time for 
fellowship. People will 
begin to feel 
comfortable after they 
have an opportunity to 
meet people and get to 
know others
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2.) Communication Channels

Examples of Attention to various
channels of communication:

Church Bulletin
Hard Copy
Email
Text
Facebook
Phone call

Instagram… 

• Group Slides gathering space, at programs (Scrolling)
• Verbal Announcements
• Word of Mouth
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3.) Organization
• Set-up: how is the space set up making all generations 
comfortable (highchairs, older adult seating, not too 
crowded, can everyone see and hear)

• When organizing gatherings consider how different 
generations will feel welcome and comfortable

• If supplies or materials are involved. 
Have them accessible and easy to find:

For example:
candles as a worship service
Supplies to make and Advent wreath

• Consider fellowship that involves some refreshments, food 
and drink (does not have to be elaborate but they need to 
be generational-friendly)
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4.) Ritual

• Rituals are your friend in IG events

• People like consistency and familiarity
–For Example:

Same song to open event
Same location
Specific spot for their family or group
Begin and end with prayer or reflective closing
A consistent theme for a year
A service or social event at the same time of the year

• Ritual gives people a sense of belonging 

16



1/24/22

9

17

5.) Relevancy of Content

• Something may be valuable for an intergenerational event, but 
participants may need to know why: 

Example:
a new prayer form, 
a learning session

• When presenting material make sure it is a concept accessible to 
everyone in the group or adapt it:

Scripture too complicated or requiring more background 
(Jesse Tree)

• Tasks that are developmentally difficult or elementary :
Example:

Pilgrimage with young children How far?
Too far to walk for elders
Too long an attention span for young children
Something read/ Adapt to coloring
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Intergenerational Faith Formation
What will make you successful ?

• Relevant Content

• Framing spiritual content relate to personal life

• Active learning

• Finding the sweet spot of -not too complex or too simple

• Creating a comfortable climate and setting

• Attention to the needs of different generations.
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Collaborative Leadership… 
move out of silos
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Practices that help create and sustain 
intergenerational communities

Social+ Service+ Sacred
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