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Grounding

Id faith formation
at is...

Holistic
Inclusive
Responsive
Resilient
Flexible
Adaptable
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Today's Work

* Know why faith formation with
children is important.
* Learn how children grow in their

faith.

Psalm 139:1-14



High View
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all of
humankind on
each step of
our journey
have access to

the divine
( K.Rahner)
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God is actively present.
Children have all they need.
Children are God’s good and
beloved creation.

God gives children gifts for holy
work.

God is present and at work- in the

lives of people of all ages

Experiencing God Together

Meaning Makers

Children have a capacity for faith
Experiences matter

Discoveries shape understanding
Children learn through modeling
and practicing

Repetition and routine are

essential
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Making Meaning

Relationships Wonder

The Holy Dance

God Children Family Church
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Grounding

Id faith formation
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Today's Work

Describe how children make meaning

Identify tools they use for this work

Name practices that support them in their meaning making

process
Claim current shifts and trends influencing children’s faith

formation and ministry with children.

How children make meaning

Engag¢€

Re
C°9nize

Respond
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Meaning Making Together

5‘0“\1

Relational Awareness

Memory Markers

Other important Practices

Create a safe space
Discover purpose
Try new things
Build Relationships
Practice

Explore

Seek justice

10
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Today’s Reality

1 Hour a week pT—
.006 of a person’s time _0 is with us 24/7

D @

Trends

Families have disappeared and/or are disconnected

Shift towards On Demand

FF happens outside of Sunday mornings and the church
building

Relationships are essential

11



every moment of every day
is an opportunity for
children to connect with
and respond to God’s
presence and love

23

Shifts

Instruction—> Practice

age graded—> family/IG

large group —> small group
One track—> pathways and =
playlists

One hour a week—> 24/7
yearly—> shorter,

“seasonal” modules

It is important that we look at these shifts as opportunities.
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Shepherds and Guides

Work of the Church

* Connect
* Equip
* Resource

e Support
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Equipping, resourcing, and
supporting families is an
essential part of ministry.

The Holy Dance

God Children Family Church
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Self-Care

YOU CANT POUR
FROM AN

e |

TAXE ~ CARE
OF YOURSELF

F\RS Tﬂ
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How do we build faith formation

with children that is...

Holistic
Inclusive
Responsive
Resilient
Flexible
Adaptable

32

1/15/22

16


mailto:tcampen@riotexas.org
https://riotexas.org/tcampen

1/15/22

Grounding

Consider a new ecology for faith formation
Identify Faith Forming Environments
Highlight ministry essentials

Share practical ideas and possibiltiies
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Designing Children’s Faith

formation

Remember:
* Foundations
* Cultural Insight
* Tools and
practices

Lean into what you
know:

* Training

* Experience

* Listening

35

Invitation to Imagine and Create

Claiming our Why
Leaning into what we know
Using the tools and resources

available to us

With God’s help, we will create relevant and impactful ministries
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Design Work

Where ministry happens

Design Work

Hybrid Ministry: Finding a balance
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Design Work

Learning Communities

Intergenerational

40
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Design Work

Holistic Ministry

Intergenerational

e Participate in several celebrations of Church year feasts & seasons
e Join the community in a service service project
e Participate in a leadership role or church ministry

e Develop a faith practice each season: prayer, Bible reading, etc.
e Celebrate church year seasons at home

e Participate in two whole family programs at church

e Participate in two service projects as a family

Life Stage | Peer Specific

e Select one’s participation in courses, workshops, retreats, vacation Bible
school, service projects and mission trips, etc.

Build a framework

Focus: Children Gathered in | Gathered online | Asynchronous
person (Digital Content)

Intergenerational Weekly meal with
discussion cards on
table

Families Weekly Playlist of
content for families
to use to learn and
practice how to pray

Peer Groups Prayer group/check-
in/Small Group

Evaluate your ministry:

« Whatis going well?

« What needs to change or let go of?
* What do you need to add?

21



Meaning Making Together

S"O(\I

Relational Awareness

Memory Markers

Design Work

Learning Styles

Verbal

Make it interactive | @ to read

and
Create Space to process

Utilize all the senses
Honor the different

learning styles

Intrapersonal
can do

A

P\

audll Logical

Physical /2/*

| need to mao

ve [t

1/15/22

22



Plan Well

Ministry: Opening Faith Formation Closing
Small Groups Experience

Learning styles External Kinesthetic: walk Internal processing-
processing — around the church  give them 1minute
invite participants to silence their
to share as they bodies and to think
gather about their prayers

Meaning Making tools Liturgy Story
(Story, Liturgy and Ritual, Relational Wonder
Relational Awareness, Awareness

Memory Markers, Wonder,

Work) Memory Markers

Spiritual Practices Getting Ready Journaling

Ministry Essentials

Creative Relationships

Intentional Equip Families

Experiential » e
Spiritual Disciplines

Hybrid Keep it Simple

1/15/22
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Practical Ideas

Collaborate

® 000

what is God calling
You to create?

L - > h,:-.g.~.'..g..—)_‘
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