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WHAT WOULD YM BE LIKE IF YOU STARTED FROM
SCRATCH?
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Digital Natives

COovVID-19

Socio-political Tension
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“ITIS A WEED IN THE

CHURCH. . .THEIR FAMILIES ARE
DIVIDED WHEN THEY OUGHT T0
BE TOGETHER
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THE
YOUTH
<. PASTOR
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WHAT WOULD YM BE LIKE IF YOU STARTED FROM
SCRATCH?
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Three guiding concepts of Inclusion

Inclusion

Inclusion means we view
everyone as essential to
whoweare &8a
communi

( t){ and
intentionally work to go
Wh'é‘l'é‘WE'gg as one

Access

Access means we
find ways to )
include-all ages in

the core life of our
congregation.

Agency

/égencyg? dtefinedkas
eing able to make
choiges and dé&cTsions
fo influence events and
to have an 1impact on
one's world
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BUILDING BLOCKS FOR A NEW YOUTH
MINISTRY

Recognize the three areas of identity formation and plan accordingly

*Who Am |? - Who are YOU? - Where do | belong?

Engage the digital spaces

eHybrid
easynchronicity

eTreat them as gifted and not “helpers”
eTreat them as co-creators and not students
*Most of your work will be with adults having a hard time sharing power
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WHY LISTEN?
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From The Innovative Church by Scott
Curmode. (Baker House, 2020)

Before we can invite people into the gospel story,
we need to understand their story, what matters

to them, what defines them.

LISTENING QUESTIONS...

What are you What have you lost
hoping for? in the last year?

What would you
love to be able to
do?

What are you
celebrating?

What changes in
our community are
you looking for?

What are you
grieving?

What are you
hoping for?

How is God moving
in your life (or in
this community)?

1/17/22

15



1/17/22

THREE SPACES TO LISTEN
TO ADOLESCENTS...
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WHEN YOU HAVE FINISHED, DO SOME
“ANALYSIS” WORK. WHAT ARE SOME
COMMON THEMES OR THRU-LINES
THAT YOU CAN SEE IN HOW PEOPLE

RESPOND?

THEN YOU CAN ENTER THE DESIGN
STAGE OF YOUR YOUTH MINISTRY
DEVELOPMENT.

ONLY THEN...

WHAT WERE
SOME OF
YOUR
LONGINGS
AND LOSSES
AS A TEEN?
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Recognize the three areas of identity formation
and plan accordingly

Spend a great deal of time listening to their
stories

Engage the digital spaces

Co-create their ministry with them

Create space to allow them to participate in
congregational life as an influencer.
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Recognize the three areas of identity formation and plan accordingly

Spend a great deal of time listening to their stories

Engage the digital spaces

Co-create their ministry with them

Create space to allow them to participate in congregational life as an influencer.
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WWW.LIFELONGFAITH.COM
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http://www.lifelongfaith.com/

