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Where Milestone Intersect With LifeLong
Faith Formation
Leadership Tips and Five Principles
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‘ In John Roberto’s new book, Lifelong
. Faith: Formation for All Ages and
Generations, he lists seven elements that he
g L“e\ong believes are essential for developing lifelong
faith formation in the next decade and

beyond—to transform faith formation in your

‘ Fa'ﬂ\‘ church.

e 1.Goals for maturing in faith
qobert® 2.Practices for forming a Christian way of life
. e 3.Intergenerational faith formation through
Christian community
4.Family faith formation with three
VNS G R EE48 generations

with ALL seven 5.Networks for forming faith with all ages
elements! 6.Pathways for personalizing faith formation
7.Playlists for engaging people of all ages in
faith formation R ity
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1. Goals for maturing in faith:
To read and study the Bible and apply its message and meaning to living
as a Christian today.*

Birthday Discussion Guide L
q\. Caring Conversations

ﬁ Begin by sharing 2 recent in high and/or valley Jow in your lives and then use the
First Instrument
Discuss these thoughts and questions:

nlkubanfaahnndﬁodsmm!hsmnﬂt.
. ainu.,;zmm mx:::ﬁm joys, challenges and blessings you have experief Mountaim Highs and Valley Lows,
2. Prwcnnioss ey :"L’:”‘h‘m Sasd Caring Conversations and scripture

*  Guests: What hopes do you have for the birthday person? related to the event.
wmummsmqmmwhanuamemaugum i
Posken 38ne MRV Prayer and Blessing

God is the creator of all life, inchuding the gl of this day. : :
*  Talkabout how this day is a git from God. Give a music stand, name tag, etc,
*  How has the birthday person been a gift to you?

Pray: Dear God, today we especiaily thark pou for the (mame), who & M’ o PSRRI o
birthday. We dw&ywuﬁ:r(mc)adﬁrwfm,bﬁlgﬂuwh dlcg(:dlhsdq Checlk in: what are ?@'LIJ H@ammg?
with joy for the life of (name) and for the gif® of life we all share together. In the name g C 57 \{

your only Son born ingo the worid that 1we may have Bfe in his nome. Amen.

U Service
Think of an act of kindness that can be done for the birthday person or be deee to honor|
person at some point within the next year and write it on slips of paper. Place the ships in
them to the honored person.
i Rituals and Traditions .
Before the traditional birthday cake and opening of gifts, hless the birthday person. Sumy
and hold hands or lay hands on the honored person and bless them:

May the Lond bless you and keep you. May the Lord teach you & count each day so that you may gain & F
heart of wisdom. (Psalm 9oc12)
..'.
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2. Practices for forming a way of Christian life:

We form people in the practices of the Christian way of life by drawing upon
the wisdom of the Bible and Christian tradition, and connecting the practices
to the “signs of the times” — the struggles, joys, needs, and hungers of people
and communities today, and equipping people with the skills and ways to live
the practice in their daily life.

- Connect Christian Practices to Milestones and Life Transitions;

- finding God in everyday life*
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3. Intergenerational Faith Formation:
Designing all ages faith formation around intergenerational church events*
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4. Family Faith Formation :

Churches that make families a priority equip parents and grandparents
with practices for forming faith at home (celebrating rituals and
milestones, observing the seasons of the church year, praying, serving,
learning the Christian faith, reading the Bible). They provide the
knowledge and skills for parenting and grandparenting today.
Milestones is listed under 5 strategies*
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5. Networks for Forming Faith with all ages:
Designing around the vision and goals of lifelong maturing in Christian faith*
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6. Pathways:

Personalizing faith formation addresses the diverse faith growth needs
of people by tailoring the environment—what, when, how, and where
people learn and grow—to address the spiritual and religious interests
and needs of all ages. Chapter Seven guides you through the process of
designing a Pathways Guide for a target audience: life stage or life
milestone (such as baptism, first communion, confirmation) or event
(such as the seasons of the church year). *
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7. Playlists:

Playlists incorporate intergenerational, family, age group,
and online/digital faith-forming content, experiences, and
activities. A learning playlist is similar in concept to a music
playlist where people curate music from a variety of artists
into a group of songs selected because they are favorites or
represent a musical genre or theme. *
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Models of Lifelong Faith Formation:

Life stage networks are supported by milestone (or sacrament or life

transition) formation. Networks can be created for Christian initiation and new
member formation, marriage preparation, parent formation for the baptism of
their child, family preparation for first communion, preparation of adolescents

for confirmation, and more.* i e
Confirmation

Communion Anniversary

) of Baptism
Baptism

First Bible Confirmation

3 ' =t ey Graduation
Entering ~~—” w —

Sunday o

School
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Debbie’s Leadership Tips

Be Intentional

Set Expectations

Plan for
Accountability
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The reality of equipping parents, grandparents, and the
home for faith formation and spiritual growth...




Debbie’s Leadership Tips In the context of
milestones ministry,

: how will you?
Be Intentional

Set Expectations

Plan for
Accountability
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“Shepherding souls is the personal
care of others through caring

conversations, faith-filled reflections,
and prayerful engagements.”
— Rev. Dr. David W. Anderson
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« Growing in our faith is a LifeLong journey.

* Through the lens of the Five Principles of
faith formation, what does this mean for the
future of our ministries to all ages through
the lens of recognizing God in the moment
through milestones?

Five Principles of faith formation:*

1.Faith is formed by the power of the Holy Spirit through personal,
trusted relationships — often in our own homes.

2.The church is a living partnership between the ministry of the
congregation and ministry of the home.

3. Where Christ is present in faith, the home is church, too!
4.Faith is caught more than it is taught.

5.1f we want Christian children and youth, we need Christian
adults who practice the faith with them.
*named by the Rev. Dr. David W. Anderson




Faith is formed by the power of the Holy Spirit through personal, trusted
relationships — often in our own homes.*

When conversations, prayers, and blessings bring a family and friends
together, faith is formed by the Holy Spirit. Providing opportunities for this
to happen is important. We need to be intentional.

The church is a living partnership between the ministry of the
congregation and ministry of the home.*

We are fortunate if adults spend two to three hours a week in the
congregation, but this doesn’t compare to the amount of time spent in the
home. There needs to be a vital connection.

....
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Where Christ is present in faith, the home is church, too!*

Placing tools in the hands of adults and helping them learn to “speak
the faith” at home opens the opportunity for the wisdom of the elder
to connect with the younger generations.

» The home is an essential part of our faith formation.
» Like learning a language, it is where we are immersed in it
» How do we encourage faith formation in the home?

» Milestones is a good place to start!

o LIFELONG
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Faith is caught more than it is taught.*

We seldom consider how faith is really “caught”. It means to get and
hold something. Often times | think we assume everyone speaks our
language. The more we role model and provide opportunities to
practice our faith, the better chance we will have to get it and hold on.

If we want Christian children and youth, we need Christian adults
who practice the faith with them.*

If we want adults who practice their faith, we need to start paying
attention and begin building relationships and empowering all the
ages.

LIFELONG
*named by the Rev. Dr. David W. Anderson FAITH




Nurturing the Christian
faith is not about experts,
it’s about shepherds.
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Where Christ is present in faith,
the home is church, too.

Social Distancing Discussion Guide

Ce

»

Begin by sharing a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your lives and then use the outline below
to talk about faith and God's presence in this moment.

Caring Conversations

Complete these sentences:

« Talk about your joys and challenges during the Covid-19 pandemic.

+  Who have you connected with on the phone, email, or through social media?

+ How do you think our lives will change after the social distancing mandate is lifted?

+ How has God and your life of faith been a part of this time?

Devotions

Read the following: Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God which passes all
understanding, will guard you hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:6-7 (NRSV)

Read this a couple of times. What word or phrase in the reading stands out to you? Talk about how
God can give you comfort and hope during this time. What is it you want to give thanks and pray for
these days?

Service

Talk or think about how you have served others during this social distancing time. How can you
continue to care for others in your home, community, and world?

Rituals and Traditions

Light a candle. Say: Jesus Christ is the light of the world. The light no darkness can
overcome.

Pray: Gracious God, be with all people and nati during this demic. Take away our
anxiety that we may care for one another and live with peace and hope through Jesus
Christ. Amen.

Close with this blessing: May the peace of Christ bless you with hope and joy.

® Copyright 2020 Milestones Ministry, LLC. All rights reserved. iedones

g [ J
MILESIONES

MINISTRY

Do not worry
about anything, but in

requests be made
known to God.

- Philippians 4:6
ppians 4: -

Coronavirus Conversations Discussion Gulde

ﬁ Begin by sharing a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your lives and then use the outline below to
talk about faith and God’s presence in this moment.

q\. Caring Conversations
Discuss these thoughts and questions:
*  What concerns you about the coronavirus pandemic?

*  With restaurants, gyms, and theaters closed, how do you spend your time?
o When worship services are canceled, in what way can you worship in your home?

DA Devotions

Read the following:
Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or about
your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the
birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds
them. Are you not of more value than they? And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your
span of life? And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they
neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if
God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he
not much more clothe you—you of little faith? Matthew 6:25-30 (NRSV)
*  What message do you hear in this reading related to the affect the coronavirus has had on our lives?

: ! *  How has the coronavirus impacted your faith life?
Service
There are many who are elderly or immune compromised. During this time of the coronavirus
pandemic, it is important they stay at home and be quarantined from others. In what way can you help

i a neighbor who may be in need of food or supplies at this time?
Rituals and Traditions
Pray together: The Lord’s Prayer.
Conclude by blessing one another:
May God take away your worries and fill you with peace through Christ our Lord.

© Copyright 2020 Milestones Ministry, LLC. All ights reserved.




Lifelong Faith Journals

https://www.lifelongfaith.com/journal.html

Volume 8.3 - Models & Practices in Lifelong Faith Formation

"Starting Afresh with Children and Families” - Craig Mitchell

Lifelong Faith "Building Intergenerational Relationships between Children and Adults” - Jolene Roehlkepartain

. "Where Are You Going on Your Mission Trip This Summer?" - Bronwyn Skov and Shannon Kelly

"A Formula for Summer Ministry” - Lee Yates

"Reflections on the Content of Adult Faith Formation” - Janet Schaeffler

"A Milestones Focus on Adults: Replacing Programs with Relationships” - Debbie Streicher _
"Grow Up Your Church with Intergenerational Ministry" - Jim Merhaut

"Digital Media for Ministry Brief: Stewardship & Fundraising” - Kyle Matthew Oliver

“"Faith Formation in a Missional Age—Continuing the Conversation” - Diane E. Shallue

"Personal Religious Experiences & Catholic Youth in the National Study on Youth and Religion” - Chris Miller
"Pope Francis Goes to Washington, DC" - Daniel J. Pierson

Download your free
copy!

Volume 8.2 - Trends & Developments in Faith Formation for All Ages

"Forming Faith @ Home" - Leif Kehrwald

"A Sea Change for Elderly Churches” - Craig Mitchell

“Children’s Faith Formation at Church and Home" - Jolene Roehlkepartain

"Lent and Easter with Youth and Young Adults” - Shannon Kelly

“Flipping the Church, Again” - Lee Yates

"Motivation for Adult Faith Formation” - Janet Schaeffler

"Milestones as a Means to Empower and Equip” - Debbie Streicher F
“Intergenerational Models, Programs, and Ideas across Church Life” - Jim Merhaut
"Digital Media for Ministry Brief: Community and Organizational Life" - Kyle Matthew Oliver
"Congregational-Based Mentoring: Why Bother?" - Marlene Bogard

"Cultivating An Intercessory Prayer Ministry" - Frank Mercadante

Download your free
copy!

Volume 8.1 - Faith Formation Practices & Approaches for All Ages

"Building Blocks of Faith” - Laura Keeley and Robert ]. Keeley

"Children’s Faith Formation at Church and Home: Birth to Age 5" - Jolene Roehlkepartain

"The "Identity Crisis” of the Youth Minister” - Lee Yates

"Responding to the Diversity of Today's Adults” - Janet Schaeffler

"Milestones Ministry: An Effective Model for Lifelong Faith Formation” - Debbie Streicher

"The Intergenerational Top Seven: What You Must Know and Do to Be Successful at Intergenerational
Ministry" - Jim Merhaut

"Digital Media for Ministry Brief: Communications and Evangelism” - Kyle Matthew Oliver

"Story and Christian Formation: Using Movies, Video, and Music” - Shannon Kelly

Download your free "Down from the Mountaintop: Sustaining the Church Camp Experience at Home" - Marlene Bogard

copy!
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MILESTONES

MINISTRY

Recognizing

God'’s presence
in everyday
moments

Connect with us on Facebook Sign Up for
Enews info@milestonesministry.org

Newest Resources: “How to” Videos Taking Faith Home

Bible Study based on Taking Faith Have you ever wondered what the 2021-2022 Year CyCle C

Home: There are 54 Bible studies difference is between a Milestone now avallable.

outlines that cover from November 28, Module and a Milestone Moment?
2021 through November 20, 2022. They $4995

www.milestoneministry.org Jo00
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http://www.milestoneministry.org/

Milestones Ministry:
Grow the Church by
Growing People in
Faith

i Closed group

About

Discussion

Chats

Members

Events

Videos

Facebook
Group Page
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How will you support and
encourage lifelong faith
through milestones?
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