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Part 1 

Milestones Introduction and Examples 
of Milestones in the Congregation 

and the Home



A milestone is one of a series of 
numbered markers placed along a 

road at intervals of one mile or 
occasionally, parts of a mile. Mileage 
is the distance along the road from a 

fixed commencement point.



Milestones celebrated in the 
congregation

Baptism

Entering 
Sunday 
School

First Bible

Communion

Confirmation

Beginning 
Confirmation

Anniversary 
of Baptism

Graduation

Faith related 
milestones 

recognize God in 
the moment.



Recognizing milestones in our 
homes and everyday living.

Aging 
Parent

Becoming a 
Parent

Becoming a 
Grandparent

Birthday

Retirement

Getting a Driver’s 
License

Beginnings 
and 

Completions

????

• Loss of a pet
• First Cell Phone
• Losing a Tooth
• Learning to ride a 

bike
• Back to School
• End of School Year
• Learning to play 

an instrument

• Birth of a Baby
• First tooth
• First home
• Getting a job
• Empty nest
• Report Card
• Medicare

What does lifelong faith 
formation look like through 

the milestones lens?



How does recognizing 
milestones in the 

congregation and the 
home help one grow 

in their faith life?



“A milestone is an action or event 
marking a significant change or 
stage in development. These life 
and faith markers can provide 
important times for engaging 
families when they are most 
open to change and growth.” 

– John Roberto



How can 
milestones be an 
essential resource 
for lifelong faith?



Chapter 6: 
Milestones Ministry: 

A Model for Shepherding



“Milestones Ministry is filled with ingredients that promote 
shepherding souls: Scripture, faith traditions, caring 

conversations, blessings, and prayer – all put together in a 
bowl that looks a lot like community life that seeks to 

support and care for one another for a lifetime. As such, 
the result of this recipe for ministry helps people move 

from the more passive and silent life of a Christian to the 
more active life of a Christian missionary who knows how 

to speak the faith out loud.” 

David W. Anderson, author
Shepherd of Souls: Faith Formed Through Trusting Relationships



The analogy:

Growing in our faith is a daily 
experience and happens 

throughout our lives. 
Milestones: moments that 

change our lives happen daily. 
How do we recognize them?



I’m 
fluent!

Home

Community

Culture 
Rituals and 
Traditions

Parents

Others

Are you fluent in another language?



Fluent 
in Faith

Home

Faith 
Community

Christian Culture 
Rituals and 
Traditions

Parents

Others

Are you fluent in the language of faith?

Being immersed in the 
language of faith 

becomes a way of life.



“Even when I am old and gray,
do not forsake me, my God,

till I declare your power to the next generation,
your mighty acts to all who are to come.”

Psalm 71:18-19

“The older I get, the more I 
feel we need to be 

intentional faith role 
models daily, not just once 
a week. It is a way of life.”

“Milestones, whether happy 
o sad, happen regularly 

during our lifetime. 
Recognizing God in those 
moments is a way of life!”



Examples of 
Forming Faith 
Through Milestones
CONGREGATION, COMMUNITY, HOME, AND 
TECHNOLOGY



Milestones in the Congregation



Milestones in the Congregation



Milestones in the Congregation



Milestones in the Congregation



Caring for Aging Parents and Spouses

All Saint’s Day

Milestones in the Community



Milestones in the Community



Milestones in the Community



Milestones in the Home



Milestones in the Home



Milestones in the Home



Milestones in the Home



Milestones in the Home



Milestones and Technology



Aging Parent: Affirming Primary Care Givers
Grandparents: From Generation to Generation

Retirement: A Major Life Transition
Return from Military Deployment: Establishing a New Norm

New Job: Connecting God’s Presence at Work
New Home: Affirming the Physical, Spiritual, and Emotional Transition to a New Living Space

Anniversary of Marriage: Remembering Our Promises of Love and Life Together
Empty Nest: Affirming Adults in a New Season of Life
Faith Community: Life Together as the People of God

Loss of a Loved One: Remembering God’s Promises for Us All
Becoming a Parent : Nurturing and Safeguarding a Child
Affirming Spiritual Gifts: Connecting Passion with Service

Milestone Modules Three outlines: 
1. Congregation

2. Home
3. Follow-Up

http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/apmm.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/gmm.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/rmm.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/rmmm.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/njmm.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/nhmm.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/ammm.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/enmm.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/fthcmm.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/llomm.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/bpmm.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/asgmm.htm


FaithChest® Milestone: Passing on Faith
Baptism Milestone: The Beginning Point of Nurturing a Faith Life
Anniversary of Baptism Milestone: Remembering Our Way of Life
Prayer Milestone: Relationships with God and Family
Welcoming Young Children to Worship Milestone: An Intentional Invitation
Entering Sunday School Milestone: First Steps for a Young Child
Kids and Money Milestone: Good Stewards of God’s Gifts
Blessing of the Backpacks Milestone: A Fall Milestone for All Ages
Communion Milestone: Learning More about the Lord’s Supper

Bible Milestone: Placing Scripture in Hands and Homes
Bible Camp Milestone: Feeling God’s Comfort in Outdoor Ministry
My Body, God’s Gift Milestone: Sexuality as God’s Good Gift
Middle School Milestone: Created in God’s Image
Beginning Confirmation Milestone: Walking with Youth on Faith Journeys
Confirmation Milestone: An Evening of Honor
Driver’s License Milestone: Driver’s License as a Rite of Passage
Mission Trip Milestone: Community Blessings at Home and Away
High School Graduation Milestone: Equipping Graduates for the Journey

Three outlines: 
1. Congregation

2. Home
3. Follow-Up

Milestone Modules

http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/fcmm.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/bmm.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/abmm.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/pmm.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/wyctwmm.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/esmm.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/kammm.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/bobmm.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/cmm.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/bibmm.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/campmm.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/mbggmm.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/msmm.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/bcmm.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/conmm.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/dlmm.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/mtmm.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/hsgmm.htm


Back to School
Beginning School
First Cell Phone
Vacation
Broken Bone
Christmas Tree
Easter Egg Blessing
Reformation Anniversary
Family Reunion
First Christmas
New Year
Anniversary of Baptism
Learning the Lord’s Prayer
Transition to Assisted Living 
First Home 
Medicare Card
Severe Weather Recovery

Learning the Ten Commandments
Class Reunion
Learning the Apostles’ Creed
Shrove Tuesday
Birthday
Confirmation Day
Congregational Anniversary
Blessing of the Animals
Report Card
Congregational Visit
Work Anniversary
Giving a Bible

End of Life Conversations
Remembering the Saints
Saint Patrick’s Day
Mother’s Day
At the Time of Death
Father’s Day
Thanksgiving Day
Feast of the Epiphany
Saint Valentine’s Day
Preparing for Worship
End of the School Year Pre-Surgery
Blessing the Home Altar
Veterans Day
Longest Night

Milestone Moments

Designed for 
Congregation or Home.
One discussion outline. 

http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/bksmo.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/bsmo.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/fcpmo.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/vamo.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/bbmo.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/ctbmo.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/eebmo.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/ramo.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/frmo.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/cfcmo.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/nymo.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/abmo.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/llpmo.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/talmo.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/fhmo.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/mcmo.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/swrmo.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/ltcmo.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/crmo.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/lacmo.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/category-s/1826.htm?searching=Y&sort=13&cat=1826&show=10&page=3
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/bdmo.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/cdmo.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/camo.htm
http://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/bamo.htm
https://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/rcmo.htm
https://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/cvmo.htm
https://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/wamo.htm
https://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/gabmo.htm
https://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/elcmo.htm
https://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/rtsmo.htm
https://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/spdmo.htm
https://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/mdmo.htm
https://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/atdmo.htm
https://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/fdmo.htm
https://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/tdmo.htm
https://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/ftemo.htm
https://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/svdmo.htm
https://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/pwmo.htm
https://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/esymo.htm
https://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/psumo.htm
https://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/bhamo.htm
https://store.milestonesministry.org/product-p/vetmo.htm
https://store.milestonesministry.org/ProductDetails.asp?ProductCode=LNMO
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Stay tuned 
for Part 2!



How did milestones 
get celebrated during 

the pandemic?

Where do I start?

How do I design my own?


