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Faith Formation Pathways



Matthew 28:19-20

Therefore, go and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to obey everything 
ǘƘŀǘ LΩǾŜ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜŘ ȅƻǳΦ [ƻƻƪΣ L 
myself will be with you every day 
ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀƎŜΦέ



Why is a 
Faith 
Formation 
Pathway 
Important?



A Pathways 
Model

ÅA Pathway is a processfor helping people 
discern where they are in their faith journey 
and to chart a path for faith growthτto get 
from where they are to a closer relationship 
with Jesus and a deeper practice of the 
Christian faith.

ÅA Pathway is life-centered, reaching into 
ŜǾŜǊȅ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ  

ÅA Pathway is holisticincorporating the 
whole person: head, heart, and hands. 

ÅA Pathway focuses on faith maturing.



Start with Your Why

Simon Sinek ςStart With WhyLaunchfaith.com
Michael Jr. Know Your Why



Your Why Å²ƘȅΧ

ÅYour church mission statement

ÅWhat is the purpose of your ministry?

ÅWhat do you value?

ÅWhat are the reasons behind what you do?



Relationships

How?



Getting Started

ÅDefinitions

ÅWhat is a Disciple?

ÅWhat does a disciple look like 
at your church?

ÅWhat are expectations as fruit 
of faith maturation?





Personalizing Learning

Personalized learning is 
tailoring learning for each 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎΣ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ 
interestsτ including enabling 
student voice and choice in 
what, how, when and where 
they learnτ to provide 
flexibility and supports to 
ensure mastery of the highest 
standards possible.



ά/ƭŜŀǊ ƛǎ YƛƴŘέ
BrenéBrown

Strategic Comprehensive Clear

John Davidson, What is Your Discipleship Pathway?



What to 
Include?

ÅReimagining Faith Formation for 
the 21st Century by John Roberto

ÅEight Faith Forming Processes



Caring Relationships



Celebrating the Liturgical Seasons



Celebrating Rituals 
and Milestones



Reading the Bible



Learning the Christian Tradition and Applying it to Life

This Photoby Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

https://www.flickr.com/photos/dixielaw/3358115395/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Prayer, Devotion, and 
Spiritual Formation



Serving & 
Justice



Worshiping God



Two Ways to 
Approach 
Pathways 

Approach One: Personalize the Pathway for People

Í Develop pathways of faith maturing

Í Develop playlists of content and experiences tailored to the 
pathways

Í Upload playlists to a digital platform

Approach Two: Personalize the Offerings

Í Offer a variety of content, experiences, and activities 
tailored to different spiritual-religious identities and the life 
stage needs of people

Getting Started---- Growing----Going Deeper

Í Format the content tailored to different spiritual-religious 
identities

Í Develop a digital platform with content to address the 
needs



Next Steps

Å²ǊƛǘŜ Řƻǿƴ ȅƻǳǊ άǿƘȅΦέ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
already have one, use the 
recommended resources to write one.

ÅJot down some notes about the 
ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΧ

ÅWhat is a Disciple?

ÅWhat does a disciple look like at 
your church/parish?

ÅWhat are expectations as fruit of 
faith maturation?
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Part 1

ÅStart with Your Why

ÅDefinitions ςdisciple

ÅWhat is a pathway

ÅConsider the needs of people 
along a spiritual needs continuum



Two Ways to 
Approach 
Pathways 

Approach One: Personalize the Pathway for People

Í Develop pathways of faith maturing

Í Develop playlists of content and experiences tailored to the 
pathways

Í Upload playlists to a digital platform

Approach Two: Personalize the Offerings

Í Offer a variety of content, experiences, and activities 
tailored to different spiritual-religious identities and the life 
stage needs of people

Getting Started---- Growing----Going Deeper

Í Format the content tailored to different spiritual-religious 
identities

Í Develop a digital platform with content to address the 
needs





Approach One











Getting 
Started

1. Identify a target audience(s)

2. Describe their life stage & religious-spiritual characteristics.

3. Identify how/where you will use the Pathways model

ÅSacraments/milestones

ÅNew member processes 

ÅGathered faith formation programming & meetings

ÅSmall groups: affinity groups, interest groups, Bible 
study groups

ÅOn-ramps where people might start the discipleship 
journey

ÅHybrid ministry opportunities

4. Develop the characteristics of faith growth for the Pathways



Examples

Approach 1

ÅAudience ςChildren

ÅSummer

ÅPlaylists for each week based on the theme 
of Kindness







Examples

Approach 2

ÅTarget Audience ςElementary Children

ÅTimeline ςAdvent

ÅMode ςHybrid





Stages of 
Growth

ÅSearching ςExploring 
ςBeginning ς
Growing ςMaturing

ÅExploring ςLearning 
ςGrowing ςSharing

ÅPlanting ςNurturing 
ςShaping - Sharing





Getting 
Started

1. Identify a target audience(s)

2. Describe their life stage & religious-spiritual characteristics.

3. Identify how/where you will use the Pathways model

ÅSacraments/milestones

ÅNew member processes 

ÅGathered faith formation programming & meetings

ÅSmall groups: affinity groups, interest groups, Bible 
study groups

ÅOn-ramps where people might start the discipleship 
journey

ÅHybrid ministry opportunities

4. Develop the characteristics of faith growth for the Pathways

5. 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀ ΨŘƛǎŎŜǊƴƳŜƴǘŎƻƴǘƛƴǳǳƳέ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀ ǿŀȅ 
to reflect on their current growth



Example

ÅTarget Audience ςElementary Children
ÅTimeline ςLent
ÅMode ςHybrid
ÅFaith Forming Areas ςWorship, Faith at home, 
Serving
ÅUninvolved ςOccasional -- Vibrant





Designing 
Your 
Pathway

1.Pray
2.Gather a team (4-12 people)
3.Pray together
4.Consider reading a book 

together about faith 
formation

5.Start with Your Why



Resources



Designing 
Your 
Pathway

1.Start with your Why
2.What is a disciple
3.What do we 

children/youth/adults to 
learn, know, do, be as they 
mature in their faithAsk 

Questions



Designing 
Your 
Pathway

1.Identify your target audience
2.Identify how you will use your 

pathway
3.Identify your approach

Build 



Designing
Your 
Pathway

Infographic
Create a grid or image that people can 
identify with and is practical

Categories Identify categories of faith formation

Stages Identify stages of growth



Designing Your 
Pathway

Now you consider 
άǿƘŀǘ Řƻ ǿŜ Řƻέ





Reflection
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Examples









http://tonganoxieumc.org/adults


