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Faith Formation Pathways

R B T T e W L, X X . S z




Therefore, go and make disciples

of all nations, baptizing them in

the name of the Father and of the

Son and of the Holy Spirit,

teaching them to obey everything

HK|l& LOOS O2YYILYyRSR e2dzp 5221 =8
myself-will be with you every day
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Matthew 28:1920







AA Pathway is a procedsr helping people
discern where they are in their faith journey
and to chart a path for faith growthto get
from where they are to a closer relationship
with Jesus and a deeper practice of the
Christian faith.

Model AA Pathway is lifecentered reaching into
SOSNE I NBI 2F I LISNA?2
AA Pathway is holistiéncorporating the
whole person: head, heart, and hands.

AA Pathway focuses on faith maturing
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A Pathways
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art with wihy - lighiGEaRIeade Sinspire action| Simon Sindk | T

Know Your Why | Michael Jr

Michael Jr. Know Your Why

Launchfaith.com Simon Sinek Start With Why



Az K& X
AYour church mission statement
AWhat is the purpose of your ministry?
AWnhat do you value?
AWhat are the reasons behind what you do?







Getting Started

ADefinitions
AWhat is a Disciple?

AWhat does a disciple look like
at your church?

AWhat are expectations as fruit
of faith maturation?




Diverse Spiritual-Religious Needs

Faith & Faith &
Engagement - Engagement at
one among the Center of Life
many priorities

The
Spiritual but Not
Religious

Not Spiritual,
Not Religious
Unaffiliateds

Uninvolved .
Occasionals




Personalizing Learning

Organizing Learning Resources
Around Students

Personalized learning is ! T
tailoring learning for each
a0dzRSyidQa auNbByA a2 VS

interests including enabling el
student voice and choice in T
what, how, when and where
they learm to provide o
flexibility and supports to ot AN
ensure mastery of the highest 1T -

standards possible.

Learning Environments Designed Around
Student Access to Services




G/ fSINJ A A

BrenéBrown

Strategic Comprehensive Clear

J J/ J

John DavidsorWhat is Your Discipleship Pathway?



Wh t t AReimagining Faith Formation for
a. O the 22t Centuryby John Roberto

AEight Faith Forming Processes
Include?




Caring Relationships



Celebrating the Liturgical Seasons



Celebrating Rituals
and Milestones
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Prayer, Devotion, and
Spiritual Formation




Serving &
Justice
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Approach One: Personalize the Pathway for People
I Develop pathways of faith maturing

I Develop playlists of content and experiences tailored to the
pathways

[ Upload playlists to a digital platform

Two Ways to
Approach

Approach Two: Personalize the Offerings
| Offer a variety of content, experiences, and activities

P athways tailored to different spiritualreligious identities and the life

stage needs of people
Getting Started--- Growing---- Going Deeper

[ Format the content tailored to different spirituaéligious
identities

[ Develop a digital platform with content to address the

needs /

o




Next Steps

A2 NAGS R2¢6y &2dzNJ ag
already have one, use the
recommended resources to write one.

AJot down some notes about the
T2ttt 206Ay 3 ljdzSadAzy

AWhat is a Disciple?

AWhat does a disciple look like at
your church/parish?

AWnhat are expectations as fruit of
faith maturation?
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Part 1

AStart with Your Why
ADefinitionsc disciple
AWhat is a pathway

AConsider the needs of people
along a spiritual needs continuum




Approach One: Personalize the Pathway for People
I Develop pathways of faith maturing

I Develop playlists of content and experiences tailored to the
pathways

[ Upload playlists to a digital platform

Two Ways to
Approach

Approach Two: Personalize the Offerings
| Offer a variety of content, experiences, and activities

P athways tailored to different spiritualreligious identities and the life

stage needs of people
Getting Started--- Growing---- Going Deeper

[ Format the content tailored to different spirituaéligious
identities

[ Develop a digital platform with content to address the

needs /

o




Personalized Pathways of Faith Growth

Pathways

]
J

-

PATHWAY

=

Occasional

Uninvolved
Unaffiliated

-

PLAYLIST

=

Variety of
Experiences &
Activities

Variety of
Experiences &
Activities

=

Variety of
Experiences &
Activities

=




Approach One Pathway Playlist

Vibrant In-depth
Advent

Occasional Simple

Uninvolved Invitational




Personalized Pathways of Faith Growth

Characteristic

|

Inquiring

Playlist of
Experiences &
Activities

Getting
Started

Playlist of
Experiences &
Activities

Growing

Playlist of
Experiences &
Activities

Going
Deeper

Playlist of
Experiences &
Activities




Planting Nurturing Shaping Sharing Planting Nurturing Shaping Sharing
N~ N ~ \( lampracticing /" ) 4 N 7 B ) AYd AYd N~ riags
| am learning some spiritual | am using - | like to hear how |
about daily i spiritual lam revisiing 5 my church meets ; I make anannua
devotions pIri o | commit to
; 2 ; my spiritual S : an annual commitment
devotions occasionally, devotions : g the needsinthe || share my TTFG ; and give in
_ and praying || includi i regularly. PISSEESS: T community. commitment 9
5% including reading g y G regularly. andiie in proportion to
S29 to find those from the Bible. | also use other | | | can share with £ I like to hear o o?tion to my income at a
nE© that | want to [ armileamhi resoUrces to others how | SE stories from I help a Progs tithe (10%) and
gL practice raisAining : (] T 0 . my income. ! o) an
[V ) about STER understand the connect with S =& others about how neighbor or a beyond
[T ; ; ”
¥ : Scripture, Bible at times. God through (] gV they have been charity with
= ] I'read the Bible (TradFi)tion | use STER to spiritual - [ changed by either my TTFG | shraerelzll']a)/r'TTFG TT::Zh?;e :I';'rl
; ; s practices. & G c giving or receiving. occasionally.
= fror?"t::‘e © Experience, makRe decisions. : 2 : : b b . I ¢ v lam insitingy.
= \s e, J\__Reason) __J\_ J\ 2 An g£ | contribute with (e amerber
c o e o | can share a others to be
=0 |- N N\ /7 ~\ 7 \ o g some Sunday of a church a member
i I attend | provide @) = offerings, at story aboutmy || o e or SEaEhifeh
c worship at | attend worship on : ; worship i O 5 Christmas and TTFG. team .
i | participate in ; =} b committee or
g least once a Sunday mornings || - . leadership and/ § Easter. e
U o month. atleasttwicea || o o unfess sick| | ©r other service = \ J \. AN AN ~
2 I say the Lord's month. or oUEabfown. on Sundays. = ' Y G Y a N\ - B Y & ™\
cg Prayer during o | participate o
- worship, grace | participate in i | help organize g | learn from the in community | participate
£ ' | share Biblical | paFtitivat : . :
8 before meals Central Connect and/erchfistian Central — = church about gRavclpate service through yrongoing
and prayers in Groups (faith ] . Connect = u O caring for others in community | church ministries| | service beyond
. : stories with my ; O as ; § : h IIs of th
the morning formation : : Groups (faith = in the community. service regularly. the walls of the
2 iti family/friends. fi i (o)l E< ! through church ” church
and/or at opportunities). ormation ; c >5T I help in the ) - [ invit¥Bthers :
bedtime. opportunities). {— w8 community in to try a variet | recruit and
DS J\ AN J\ 7\ J =) 508 >/ occasionally. .8 vallety :
] . ) - % ES 4 the fields of of serving equip leaders
Planting Nurturing Shaping Sharing c g €U arts, academics, — opportunities fOTmIDISFfleS
\( N Y4 AYd \( B U G &g || athletics, politics, || 2% =2rnnd outside the and missions.
I aim to llistenand try to|| |invite others = &c iy, et Christian ;Fr:iis Ehireh. I participate in
- accept others, ||, For help others with || to worship and R | am learning how | land faith to local | assist the a community
2 including e hosoiabte. || their spiritual [ church events, @ & | | toapply Christian || and political church to peace and
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25| 2 L N )18 " Faith Growth \ - | | 5
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i s y am a leader ;
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o > seasonal Central Connect leadership for Connect Group.
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Faith Growth Pathway for Children & Families

Planting Nurturing Shaping Sharing
( N N . =)
Attend Worship Paw;:zz:e n
= Attend Attend Worship at regularly R
3 ¢ W°f§hlP“ least once a month Serve as an Serve as a
ccasiona iturgi
2 ¥ || serve as a Greeter S L;:urlglsu
= ] | PR Read a child SOES
> f A
8 Stories or ead Bi Ie |t°”es friendly Create a Bible
o books reguiarly devotional reading plan
= regularly
Share your
faith story
_ L J\L J\ J\
' N\ AY 4 N
Create prayer Integrate
rituals (blessings, prayer into
Pray at o (< i daily routines
h mealtimes Faith5")
% Pray at mealtimes Eradadin i o it
Iv] Learn about and bedtime gage megrae
@ Gifaront conversations concepts and
o . : Try different Rinds | | about God and actions into
o Rinds of faith 1 i v .
= 4 of faith practices faith everyday life
£ practices d
5 Learn about Stewardship Practice Share a story
w P i Generosity of about your
enerosi -
¥ ;lme, Talleé\;ts faith practice/
inancial Gifts .
\ YR J J\ \_Jenerosity
Planting Nurturing Shaping Sharing
e N \/ \/ AY 4 N\
5 Learn about
in Introduce Learn about John Wesley and e )
EE Basic Faith | | Foundational Faith | " 4.+ Methodist Parlr"sllgate,'n
Us Words Concepts Heritage achildrens
29 . . small group
e (appropriate to (appropriate to » experience
© development) development) (appropriate to
@ development)
\_ 5 J\. N J\L J
4 R d AYd N~ N\ R
he)
= e 5
0w Milestones Milestones Milestones
g o Milestones
a8 Attend Participate in a Integrate
= 3 Christmas Eve seasonal event Participate in Season;l
53 and Easter a seasonal themes in
] Worship devotion or study| | everyday life
&
\_ A VAN J\ J \L )

Planting Nurturing Shaping Sharing
4 N\ AYd N
0 i o Work alongside | | Share story of
(=%
& Observe youth/ 3"""“‘ \r"°u;h/ youth/adults meaning and
< adults who have | |3dults who a(‘jle who have purpose
= meaning and meaning an meaning and
o purpose : :
g purpose purpose Invite a friend
o Learn about the or neighbor
£ Pray for the ’
= needs of others needs of others Help a r!elghbor to church ora
3 or friend church event
S AN J\L J\L J \\ J
4 N\ [ N\ N hYd
Learn about
and teach/
serve others
s Participate in a ng servnc_e/
@ Donate money || one-day service Qissionpiglecy
£ or items for a ject that you'are
= Learn about the : . PIOJEC passionate
] service/mission
< needs of others project about
] inour com(;nunlltzj/, Participate in Invite others
'g nation, and wor Give of your time a 5h°"‘_*"""" to participate
0 or talents family mission in service/
< experience mission
projects
Share your
experiences
\_ A J \\ J \. J\L J

Faith Growth




KNOW GOD FIND COMMUNITY
WORSHIP

The
Discipleship

DISCIPLESHIP
HOSPITALITY PAT H WAY

Pathway

\¢

GENEROSITY SERVICE

LIVE MISSIONALLY GROW TOGETHER



1. Identify a target audience(s)

G e tt| ng 2. Describe their life stage & religioggiritual characteristics.
3. Identify how/where you will use the Pathways model

Started A Sacraments/milestones

A New member processes

A Gathered faith formation programming & meetings

A Small groups: affinity groups, interest groups, Bible
study groups

A Onramps where people might start the discipleship
journey

A Hybrid ministry opportunities
4. Develop the characteristics of faith growth for the Pathways




Examples

Approach 1
AAudiencec Children
ASummer

APlaylists for each week based on the theme
of Kindness



Summer of Kindness: Summer of Kindness Summer of Kindness:

Welcoming Compassion Caring

Summer of Kindness: Summer of Kindness: Summer of Kindness:

~

Thankful Loving Kindness Can Be Hard




KINDNESS IS WELCOMING

> ‘4 < Listen

' v Click on the link at the bottom of the page to hear the story of
”  how God Made Sarah Laugh in Genesis 18:1-15; 21:1-7. You can

“ follow along in your copy of Growing in God's Love on page S0

P"'-‘ ‘ or read along in your Bible.

Wonder

Why did Sarah and Abram prepare this meal for the visitors?
When has someone welcomed you you as a friend?

How have you welcomed someone else?

How is God calling you to welcome others now?

Pray

God- thank you for all the people who welcome me. I am
grateful for my friends and family. Help me live as Abram and
Sarah- welcoming others. Show me ways I can practice
hospitality as I treat people with kindness. Amen/

Play

Gather two or more people, in person or virtually. One person
begins, saying “Ha". The next person says "Ha ha.” The next
says “Ha ha ha.” Continue this pattern, adding a "Ha," for as
long as you can without the group bursting into laughter.
Repeat as many times as you want!

S LA
_i y ‘-JI Don't forget to fill in your Bingo Sheet after your Acts of

Kindness!




Examples

Approach2

ATarget Audience Elementary Children
ATimelinec Advent

AVlode ¢ Hybrid



Advent 2019 — Children’s Ministry Pathway

Planting

Nurturing

Shaping

Sharing

Discovering God

Attend a Christmas Eve
Service

Attend worship at least
once during Advent

Attend worship at least
twice during Advent

Attend worship at least
three times during
Advent

Forming Disciples

Pick one of the Faith at
Home Practices for
Advent and do it

Attend the Advent
Event with your family

Pick two of the Faith at
Home Practices for
Advent and do them

Attend the Advent
Event with your family

Pick three of the Faith
at Home Practices for
Advent and do them

Attend the Advent
Event with your family
and help with
preparations

Pick four of the Faith at
Home Practices for
Advent and do them

Attend the Advent
Event with your family
and lead a portion of
the event

Christian Traditions &
Milestones

Baby’s 1 Christmas
(Participants)

Hanging of the Greens
(Participate)

Baby’s 1°* Christmas
(Make a card or help
with the gifts)

Hanging of the Greens
(Participate & Help
Serve Lunch)

Baby’s 1°* Christmas
(Help during the
service)

Hanging of the Greens
(Be in charge of an
area)

Baby’s 1% Christmas
(Leadership during the
service)

Hanging of the Greens
(Help lead the service or
blessing)

Service & Mission

Give money for the
Christmas Offering

Participate in the
church service project

Collect items for the
Reverse Advent
Calendar

Choose 1 thing each
week that your family
can do to serve others




. !
| SEEE

Stages of
Growth

A Searching; Exploring
¢ Beginningg
Growingg Maturing

AExploringe Learning
¢ Growingg Sharing

APlantingg Nurturing
¢ Shaping Sharing

RIS —
7 o .
N\ -
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Lent 2021 - Children’s Ministry Pathway

Planting Nurturing Shaping Sharing

Discovering God

Forming Disciples

Service & Mission




1. Identify a target audience(s)
2. Describe their life stage & religiosgpiritual characteristics.

- 3. Identify how/where you will use the Pathways model
G ettl n g A Sacraments/milestones
Started A New member processes

A Gathered faith formation programming & meetings

A Small groups: affinity groups, interest groups, Bible
study groups

A Onramps where people might start the discipleship
journey

A Hybrid ministry opportunities
4. Develop the characteristics of faith growth for the Pathways
5. 5S@PSt 2L I ORKAOPMPYSYUKI i IAD
to reflect on their current growth




ATarget Audience Elementary Children
ATimelinec Lent
AMode ¢ Hybrid

AFaith Forming AreasWorship, Faith at home,
Serving

AUninvolvedc Occasional- Vibrant



Lent 2021 — Children’s Ministry Pathway

Planting Nurturing Shaping Sharing
Discovering God Worship (online or in- Worship (online or in- Worship (online or in- Worship (online or in-
person) person) person) person)

Forming Disciples

Choose 1 or 2 Faith
Forming Practices

Choose 2-3 Faith
Forming Practices

Choose 4-5 Faith
Forming Practices

Choose 5+ Faith
Forming Practices

Service & Mission

Give to the
Church/Parish Lenten
Special Offering

Collect Items for the
Lenten Donation
Send card a to the
homebound

Participate in the
Lenten Quarter
Calendar

Serve 40 Ways in 40
Days

Assumptions:

e Each column grows from the previous one. The materials/resources/events in the column where your child most relates may be the

most appropriate, but you may choose from any of the options.

* Faith Forming Practices that are offered:

o  Woeekly Children’s Lenten Study at the same time as an adult study

o o0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Lenten devotionals for children
Holy Week in a Box

Spiritual Practices with Children Guide
Ash Wednesday Worship
Holy Week Passport

Weekly Children’s book reading on Facebook Live

Maundy Thursday/Good Friday Children’s Worship component
Easter Experience (intergenerational event)
Stations of the Cross (with a children’s component)




Designing 1.Pray
Your 2.Gather a team (4.2 people)

Pathway 3.Pray together

4.Consider reading a book
together about faith
formation

5. Start with Your Why
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Designing 1.Start with your Why
your 2.What is a disciple

Pathway

3.What do we
children/youth/adults to
learn, know, do, be as they
Ask mature in their faith

Questions




Designing _ |
Your 1.ldentify your target audience

Pathway 2.ldentify how you will use your
pathway

3.ldentify your approach




Identify stages of growth

Designing
Your
Pathway

@ :ichloi=s Identify categories of faith formation

Create a grid or image that people can
identify with and is practical

Infographic



Designing Your
Pathway

Now you consider
G KFIi R2







Reflection
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£ I say the Lord's month. or il oEbewn on Sundays. 2 |7 aVa Ve Ve N\ 7
c E Prayer during o ) i o | participate b
£ worship, grace CI paru|c?ate in | share Biblical || !'help organize = | learn from the in community | participate
S abnedfore meal_s eGr:(t’r: = :}ZR:CI and/6rChfistian Central 5 T church about ] | partlclpat_e service through in ongoing
" prayers in for:\ation stories with my Connect o) ) ~caring for others in community | fchurch ministries| | service beyond
2 e morning lol Family/friends. Groups (faith =L in the community. service regularly. the walls of the
and/or at opportunities). formation =) ~E® I help in the through church invi church.
\_ \ bedtime. I opportunities). £ = 20 P ministries INVICY others -
= 7\ J\\ J ()] c 8 community in eeasiondlly to try a variety | recruit and
X . c. ES the fields of . of servin equip lead
X . i q p leaders
i Planting N Nurturing N/ Shaping - Sharing E Eg o arts, academics, P —— opportunities for ministries
o B, ] vu.-= athletics, politics, h 9 outside the and missions.
| aim to Ilistenand tryto| | |invite others E9& charity, etc. oW t0 apply church, i i
f P, c Christian ethics : | participate in
S acceptothers, || ¢ help others with | | to worship an T Y || Iam learning how i | assist th a communit
= including gooutofmyway || heir spiritual church events. Q2 e and faith to local assist the Yy
3 to be hospitable = @ [ | toapply Christian and political church to peace and
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= color, status, , and concerns. . a
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£ J1N )L\ ) 3 ) Faith Growth - "
8 6 N N\ Ve Ve \ Central United Methodist Church
= | attend | i . . | am a leader Waterford, Ml
c participate in a | provide inanEEraL] '
o . seasonal Central Connect leadership for || Connect Grou
L) = events or Group for special events. P-
c special events. || fellowship or faith I'am open to
T E formation. | am open to training others
S | am learning being trained for leadership
about ministry || attend or serve at in church in church
4 opportunities. events. leadership. administration,
AN JU .9 ) Leducatlcon, e[cJ L )



Faith Growth Pathway for Children & Families

Planting Nurturing Shaping Sharing
4 a2 B . N
Attend Worship Pawglrz::e n
5 Autend Attend Worship at regularly R
3 4 W0f§hlP" least once a month Serve as an Serve as a
ccasiona iturqi
2 ¥ || serve as a Greeter g L/l:urlglst/
g Read Bible : ; Read a child oIS
§ Stories or Read Bible Stories friendly Create a Bibfe
@ books regularly devotional reading plan
= regularly
Share your
faith story
. 7N VAN TN w L
' N \/( \(
Create prayer Integrate
rituals (blessings, prayer into
Pray at it daily routines
i mealtimes Faith5")
% f=y ar mealtimes Engage in Integrate faith
G Learn about and bedtime gage | g
@ Sleranl conversations concepts and
a . ¢ Try different Rinds | | about God and actions into
=) Rinds of faith 1 - ¥ z
=t 4 of faith practices faith everyday life
£ practices e
5 Stewardship {actice. Share a sto|
i Learn about Generosity of 0y
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Fi v IG'ft’ faith practice/
inancial Gifts ;
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Planting Nurturing Shaping Sharing
— .
& Learn about
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£5 Basic Faith Foundational Faith | | our Methodist clpate.
Vs Words Concepts Heritage a children’s
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: s Attend Participate in a Integrate
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Planting Nurturing Shaping Sharing
( N 2 (=
a o o Work alongside || Share story of
(=%
£ Observe youth/ ;‘A'lm'c ‘{:’u:‘h/ youth/adults meaning and
c adults who have | | @dults who have who have purpose
2 R amnaand meaning and e
2 9 meaning and
o purpose 4 2
g purpose purpose Invite a friend
o Learn about the or neighbor
£ Pray for the "
= needs of others needs of others | | FelP @ neighbor [ to church ora
] or friend church event
e P J 7\ J \\
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Learn about
and teach/
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o Donate money || one-day service | | M*S1oN Project
Ra or items fora ect that you are
= Learn about the A - Projec! passionate
o service/mission
= needs of others project about
§ || e
s * Give of your time a ShOTI'FETF“ to participate
n or talents family mission in service/
c experience mission
projects
Share your
experiences
_ G 7 \L 7 \ VAN S

Faith Growth

Pathway




Advent 2019 — Children’s Ministry Pathway

Planting

Nurturing

Shaping

Sharing

Discovering God

Attend a Christmas Eve
Service

Attend worship at least
once during Advent

Attend worship at least
twice during Advent

Attend worship at least
three times during
Advent

Forming Disciples

Pick one of the Faith at
Home Practices for
Advent and do it

Attend the Advent
Event with your family

Pick two of the Faith at
Home Practices for
Advent and do them

Attend the Advent
Event with your family

Pick three of the Faith
at Home Practices for
Advent and do them

Attend the Advent
Event with your family
and help with
preparations

Pick four of the Faith at
Home Practices for
Advent and do them

Attend the Advent
Event with your family
and lead a portion of
the event

Christian Traditions &
Milestones

Baby’s 1 Christmas
(Participants)

Hanging of the Greens
(Participate)

Baby’s 1°* Christmas
(Make a card or help
with the gifts)

Hanging of the Greens
(Participate & Help
Serve Lunch)

Baby’s 1°* Christmas
(Help during the
service)

Hanging of the Greens
(Be in charge of an
area)

Baby’s 1% Christmas
(Leadership during the
service)

Hanging of the Greens
(Help lead the service or
blessing)

Service & Mission

Give money for the
Christmas Offering

Participate in the
church service project

Collect items for the
Reverse Advent
Calendar

Choose 1 thing each
week that your family
can do to serve others







